adhere to the standards of the profession. Unlike physicians and surgeons, whose expertise was judged by other physicians and surgeons, being licensed as a midwife required sworn testimonials of six women, most of whom would have been clients. These testimonials give new insight into the client-midwife relationship, revealing, among other things, the high rate of 'repeat business,' midwives who attended multiple births for the same client. Evenden's analysis of midwifery training also forcefully argues contra Percival Willughby and others how rigorous a preparation a licensed midwife had, typically serving as a deputy or attendant midwife for a number of years before she was licensed. Evenden's analysis of wills and tax records gives a fascinating glimpse into the economic dimension of midwifery, and it is apparent from the monetary and material legacies they left that some midwives were handsomely remunerated.
Revisionary though the book is, the wealth of archival material that Evenden presents sometimes overburdens the analysis. One chapter, 'Midwives of Twelve London Parishes,' is essentially a list of the information she has compiled for each parish. Valuable though this raw material will be for other scholars, some interpretive framework would give it greater impact. Evenden spends little time on midwifery's engagement with anatomy and medicine, either with respect to training or in relation to medical questions and procedures (although she does treat podalic version and forceps briefly). Given her highly suggestive epilogue, which surveys London lying-in hospitals and gestures towards the institutional subsuming of midwifery, it would be useful to have her discuss the internal social and medical ideas that preceded this shift. These quibbles aside, this is an exemplary study both for the precision of the historical detail Evenden provides and for the ground-breaking representation of early modern midwifery's social history she offers. (ELIZABETH D. HARVEY) 
